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The other day I happened to become aware for the first time that my electric toothbrush
was white with two upright blue stripes of rubber to hold the handle. The button to turn
the toothbrush on and off was made of the same blue rubber. There was even a matching
blue section of the brush itself, and a colored ring of rubber at the base of the brush handle.
This was a far more carefully thought-out design than I had ever imagined. The same was
true of my plastic throwaway razor with its graceful bend that made it seem as if the head

was eagerly reaching out to do its job. If either my toothbrush or razor had been mounted
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on a base, it might well have qualified as a sculpture. Had they been presented as works of
art, I would have seen something more than an object, something deeper in the way forms
can take on a life of their own and create enduring values. “Rightly viewed,” Thomas Car-
lyle wrote in his book Sartor Resartus, “no meanest object is insignificant; all objects are as

windows, through which the philosophic eye looks into Infinitude itself.”
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